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Dear~

This is in referenceto yourapplicationfor correctionof yournaval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of the United StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof theBoard for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 8 April 1999. Your allegationsof errorand injustice
werereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand proceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard consistedof your
application, togetherwith all materialsubmittedin support thereof,your naval recordand
applicablestatutes,regulationsandpolicies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof theentire record,the Board foundthat the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishthe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

TheBoard found that you enlistedin the Marine Corpson 11 February1975. You were
dischargedunderotherthanhonorableconditionson 3 March 1976, pursuantto your request,
for thegoodof the servicein lieu of trial by court-martial for unauthorizedabsencefrom 24
July 1975 to 8 January1976.

Your contentionthat you werestruckby a drill instructorand suffereda fracturedtoothwas
not acceptedby the Board, asit is unsubstantiated.The~oard concludedthat yourdischarge
wasproperly characterizedwith a dischargeunderother thanhonorableconditions,in view
of the length of yourunauthorizedabsence.TheBoard notedthat you avoidedsubstantial
jeopardywhen your requestfor dischargewasaccepted,andit could find any basis for
upgradingyour discharge. Accordingly, yourapplicationhasbeendenied. The namesand
votesof the membersof thepanelwill be furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat the èircumstancesof your casearesuchthat favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new



taken. You areentitledto havetheBoard reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby the Board. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on theapplicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


